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Scottish Charity No SC003938 

From our Interim Minister ... 

“Without change there is no innovation, creativity, or incentive for 
improvement. Those who initiate change will have a better opportunity 
to manage the change that is inevitable”. 
William Pollard (scientist & priest) 
 

So much that changes in life is beyond our control and certainly more 
often initiated elsewhere and yet impacts upon our lives.  However, we 
also know that we can participate in change and help shape and direct 
how that impacts on our own lives and community.  The reality is, as 
we know, things change whether we initiate it, join in, or sit on the side 
lines.     
 

Change has always taken place in church life as we have ideas, set up 
new projects, let go of old formats, engage with the relationship of 
faith in our world and so do shape it as it moves along. Change also 
takes place in the wider arena which impacts on the local, or indeed, 
the local has created the national which returns to change us again. 
 

In the near future there will be far fewer ministers in the church 
(around 40% reach retirement age in the next five years while far fewer 
enter), there are fewer members which is evident to us all, many of 
those are older, and so there are fewer able people to do all the things 
we did before, and also not quite so much money coming in, and we 
have too many inappropriate buildings.  Around the country, from the 
church offices, to presbyteries, to local congregations people are 
seeking to discern how we can change in order to acknowledge that 
situation and create something new. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Interim Minister: Rev Stewart McPherson 
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Here in our area of Melrose and Peebles Presbytery all the local 
churches have been asked to have conversations with neighbours, 
share ideas, hopes, concerns, and imagination in order that we 
participate in the shaping of a changing church.  We do not know what 
shape that future church will take, but with faith we will discover it as 
we journey together. The reality is that things will change, and we can 
help shape that or be shaped by it.  It may also mean that we will all 
have to let go of or lay down something of our current life and that may 
be something we have treasured.  But to lay down something costly lies 
at the heart of our Christian story as does the image of something 
having to die in order that something new rises.  
 

So, we are challenged to acknowledge change, identify what is 
changing, move from seeking to resuscitate that which is gone, and 
participate in reforming our future, ever and always trusting in that 
story of resurrection. 
 

“Behold, I am making all things new.” (Revelation 21.5) 
 

Stewart McPherson 

(Continued from page 1) 

Encounter ... 

Edinburgh City Mission is holding a conference on Saturday 21st September at 
the Methodist Church, Nicholson Square, Edinburgh starting at 2.00 pm. 
Refreshments will be included. 

ENCOUNTER is for Christians and will focus on the life, power and riches that 
are ours in Jesus.  It aims to be a faith strengthening day for all who attend, 
believing that mission flows from our own individual experiences of meeting 
with the Lord. 

Further details and how to register can be found at either 
www.eventbrite.co.uk or by contacting Edinburgh City Mission office on 
0131 225 9445 , events@edinburghcitymission.org. 

Robert Higgins 
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Summer Fair Report ... 

The Summer Fair on Saturday 17th August was another successful 
event.  In spite of the weather forecast earlier in the week, the day 
itself turned out to be reasonably benign. 

The total raised, after a few expenses, is approaching £1000.  The 
thanks of the planning committee are expressed to all who helped in 
any way.  A large number of members, and friends, participated. 

The committee will be delighted to receive ideas and suggestions for 
next year’s Fair. 

The winners of the different stalls are as follows: 

Guess the weight of the cake   Robert Wilson 

Treasure Hunt    1st Margaret Benington 
      2nd Jim Black 

Duck Race     1st Christine Leith 

      2nd Ian White 
      3rd Roger Oakes 

Photo Quiz      Angela Holliday 

Many participants (and others) are keen to know the right answers! 

Photo Quiz Answers 

134 years (A702 bridge)  Foot of Chapel Brae 

Churchyard wall, Lower Green  The Lea Rig, Croft Road 

Entrance to The Smithy   St Mungo’s Church 

3rd August 1855    Garden Mowbrays Slap 

Outside the School   Dr R W Graham-Yooll 

SWRI Golden Jubilee 1925-1975 c 1660 

Welcome, Catwalk Den Wood James Ritchie 
Woodland Trust Scotland 

Health Centre Parking Only  Foot of the Cat Walk 

Outside the Gordon Arms  St Mungo’s Church front Porch 

Alice Hamilton Way Crossing    Rowanbrae 
      Greenfield   The Stables 
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Summer Maintenance … 

The Property Team convey their thanks to all those who participated in 

the various tasks over the summer months in order to keep our 

properties in good order.  There is still a little to be done.  The door at 

the Old Hall has been replaced and will require painting and this will be 

completed by the end of August. 

The autumn is a time when we need to keep an eye on the build up of 

leaves.  If anyone has time to clear a few leaves and take them for 

recycling/composting please just go ahead.  No permissions are 

required! 

Colin Herd 

Home Groups … 

We are considering starting/

restarting Home Groups for 

discussion/study.  Interested?  

Have a word with Colin Herd for 

further information. 

Harvest Thanksgiving … 

Our Harvest Thanksgiving service will be on Sunday 22nd September.  

Following the service there will be a Soup Lunch in the New Church 

Hall.  All are invited to share in this event. 

As part of our Harvest celebration there will be the opportunity to give 

a special Harvest Offering.  This will be split equally between the appeal 

for the Malawi midwife and Christian Aid.  Anyone unable to attend the 

lunch can put their offering in an envelope marked ‘Harvest Offering’ 

and either put it in the offering at church or hand to the Treasurer, 

Michael Knott. 
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The Guild ... 

The new season of our Guild starts on Wednesday 25th September at 

2pm in Newlands Church Annexe, when our minister Stewart 

McPherson will be speaking on this year’s theme of ‘Companions on 

the Way’.    

The 2 charities which we will be supporting financially this year are The 

Boys Brigade’s ‘Faith in Young People’, and The World Mission Council’s 

‘Empowering Teenage Mothers in Zambia’.   We’ll be hearing about this 

latter project at our Guilds Together Autumn Gathering on Tuesday 10th 

September.   This will be held in Innerleithen Church at 2.30pm when 

Tom Burnham wll be the speaker. 

Guild Week this year begins with the Annual Gathering in Dundee on 

7th September, with various events happening across the country 

during the rest of the week.    

As always, a warm welcome will be given to anyone who would like to 

come along to any meeting. 

Margaret Habeshaw 

The Open Gate … 

The Open Gate continues to be available on Friday afternoons 

throughout the year.  See the fuller article on page 7. 

Guid Blethers … 

Unfortunately, due to a change in circumstances, the new session is 

being postponed.  The meetings will NOT now resume on 11th 

September as previously announced.  It is hoped, however, that 

meetings can be resumed nearer Christmas. 

Liz Marr 
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Geoffrey Matias, Zomba, Malawi … 

For the past few years, congregations throughout Presbytery have been 

supporting Geoffrey through his training to be a midwife in Zomba, 

Malawi. Geoffrey graduated last year and some of us will have met him 

as he was part of the group of young people from Malawi and Lebanon 

who visited us last year. 

Despite the hospitals being desperately short of midwives, the 

government in Malawi does not have the means to employ all 

graduates and a year later Geoffrey has still not been offered a 

permanent post, nor is likely to do so until next year at the earliest.  In 

September last year, Presbytery agreed to fund Geoffrey for a year and 

Denis Robson, a member of the World Mission group found him a 

placement at one of the local district hospitals.  By all accounts 

Geoffrey has been doing a brilliant job, is well thought of and heavily 

used, on average assisting in the delivery of about 30 babies per shift. 

Normally there is are a maximum of 3 midwives per shift so you can 

imagine how busy they are!  

Funding from Presbytery runs out in September and so the World 

Mission group are looking for a different way to fund Geoffrey until he 

finds a permanent job. If his funding is stopped, he will have to return 

to his village and await the government finding money to employ him 

and his classmates. Meanwhile the hospital he is working at will, once 

more, become short staffed and lose Geoffrey’s capable assistance. 

Presbytery has given the World Mission group permission to appeal to 

individuals and congregations who would like to contribute to funding 

Geoffrey for the next 12-18 months.  We will support this through our 

Harvest Offering. 

The Editor 
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CoSY Café 

New Church Hall 

2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

30th August 

13th September 

27th September 

11th October 

 

Prayer Focus Group 

Old Church Hall 

9.30am to 10.00am 

4th September 

2nd October 

 

Baby Brunch 

Old Church Hall 

Fridays  

9.30am to 12.00 noon 

 

(During school term time) 

What’s on this month ... 

Guid Blethers 

See the fuller article elsewhere  

In this Newsletter 

The Open Gate ... 

Good news!   The Open Gate Project started on Friday 7th June, aided 

by funding from the Church of Scotland’s Go For It Fund.   This will be 

available every Friday afternoon from 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm in the 

Newlands Centre, Romanno Bridge, offering confidential Solution-

Focussed Brief Therapy to anyone who asks for help. 

Phone or text 07535 898 244 to ask for an appointment or leave a 

message.   You can phone on any day of the week, and will get a reply 

as soon as possible.  

This resource is available to all in the community, old or young, and is  

free of charge. 

Margaret Habeshaw 
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Door Duties 

September T Hoskins Choir 

  S Whalley Main 

  P Graham Gallery 

October  J Dripps Choir 

  M Jack Main 

  M Turnbull Gallery 

Welcome and Readers 

September  1st Jimmy Dripps 

   8th Jimmy Dripps 

  15th Michael Knott 

  22nd Michael Knott 

  29th Kevin Scott 

October   6th Kevin Scott 

  13th Colin Herd 

  20th Colin Herd 

  27th Helen Bruce 

Drivers 

September Driver 1  Colin Herd  

   01968 661785 

 Driver 2  Michael Knott 

  01968 660977 

October Driver 1 Robert Wilson  

  01968660121 

 Driver 2 Helen Bruce 

  01968 661603 

Services September 

 West Linton 11.15 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

  1st Kevin Scott Rev Stewart McPherson Kevin Scott 

  8th Rev Nancy Norman David Henderson-Howat Mary McElroy 

15th Mary McElroy Mary McElroy Rev Rachel Dobie 

22nd Rev Stewart McPherson Patsy Campbell Rev Stewart McPherson 

29th Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Stewart McPherson Patsy Campbell 

Flower Donations - September 
Margaret Smith 
Margaret Pratt 

Harvest 
Flower Fund 

Arranged by Helen Bruce 
 

Flower Donations - October 
Margaret Benington 

Flower Fund 
Anne McDiarmid 

Arranged by Nancy Porteous 

Material for the October Magazine should be submitted to the editor 

by  Monday 23rd September 2019.  The October issue will be available on 

29th September.  

Copy to Colin Herd: email:  newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org.  Please 

include ‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email. 


